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The 10 zone proposal prioritizes equitable access to quality. After updating the definition of quality in 
coordination with the External Advisory Committee on School Choice, the BPS technical team used the 
original 23 zone map as a baseline and made adjustments to help optimize more equitable access to 
quality schools. In addition, BPS used the demand model developed by The School Effectiveness and 
Inequality Initiative (SEII) to help identify ‘real world’ choices families are likely to make based on 
historical data. 
 
We believe this provides the best access to quality of any zone-based plan.   
 
Core elements of design for this model: 
 

 Increasing Access to Quality 

 Providing Options Closer to Home 

 Valuing Socioeconomic Diversity 

 Increasing Predictability 
 
BPS in conjunction with WXY Architecture and Urban Design originally created 6, 9, 11 and 23 zone 
models in September. The current 10-Zone proposal builds upon this work. 
  
Analysis: 

 The 10 zone plan has a limited impact on socioeconomic and ethnic diversity when compared to 
the status quo.   

 The opportunity a child has that he or she will attend the same school as a child who lives 
nearby by 24% when compared to the status quo.   

 

 3 Zone 10 Zone 

Access to Quality 19.5% 22.6% 

Predictability 72.1% 80.2% 

Avg. Distance Traveled 1.87 miles 1.12 miles 

Notes: 
 
The Hernández K-8, Dudley Street Neighborhood Charter School and UP Academy Charter School of 
Dorchester would be citywide options, available to all students. All high schools would remain citywide, 
just as today.  

 
All zones contain at least one K-8 school. 
 
Sibling priority would continue in all zones; for current students, younger siblings would have their older 
brother or sister’s current school listed as a choice even if it is across a zone boundary. 
 
Walk zone access and priority would continue for students that live within the walk zone of a school, 
even if it is across a zone boundary.   
 
Students in Zone 5 would have access to the Mission Hill K-8 School, which is in Zone 8. 


