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BPS: Frequently Asked Questions on School Choice 

Families are asking great questions about the Improving School Choice proposals. We’re doing 

our best to answer the most common questions here. These questions generally reflect the 

proposals BPS has made to the External Advisory Committee on School Choice and not other 

proposals we have received from the community. If you have other questions, send us an email 

at choice@bostonpublicschools.org, and thanks! 

Q: Would my child have to change schools under any new plan? 

A: No. In all proposed plans, BPS would “grandfather” current students and let them stay at the 

school they are in. This means that no student would be asked to move from a school they are 

already attending. However, BPS might not provide transportation after the 2019-2020 school 

year for students in out-of-zone schools. At that point, we might offer MBTA passes for students 

in grades six and higher who are in out-of-zone schools. 

 Q: Would the proposals offer sibling preference? 

A: Yes, sibling preference would continue in the BPS proposals – but it would apply only within 

the new zone system. Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, sibling preference would be 

offered for schools within a family’s new zone and within their walk zone. It would not apply for 

a school that is both outside of a walk zone and outside of a family’s new zone. However, if an 

older sibling is attending a school that is outside the walk zone and is outside the new home 

zone, then a family could still choose to use sibling preference to bring the older sibling into the 

younger sibling’s new school, depending on capacity. 

Q: What would happen to my walk zone choices? 

A: BPS proposes to keep elementary and middle walk zone preference as part of any school 

choice proposal except the no-zone option. It would work much as it does today: A student has a 

higher priority to attend an elementary school that is within a one-mile radius of the student’s 

home or, for a middle school, a a one-and-a-half mile radius — even if that school is across a 

zone boundary line. Students would receive assignment priority at these schools, just as they do 

now. 

Q: Are you changing the walk zones? 

A: Under any new plan, BPS proposes to continue to define a walk zone school as any school 

within a one mile radius of a student’s home, which is School Committee policy. However, BPS 

does propose to modernize our system of defining “one mile.” We currently use a large web of 

“geocodes” (see them here) to estimate how far a school is from any point in the city. These were 

created long ago, before we had computer mapping software, and they’re not very accurate. 

Today, we can calculate “one mile” without using geocodes. The underlying policy — that a 

walk zone school is any school within one mile of a student’s home — is not changing. 

 

mailto:choice@bostonpublicschools.org
http://www.bostonpublicschools.org/files/geocode_map.pdf
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Q: What if I don’t see any quality schools in my new zone? 

A: BPS is focused on improving school quality. Our 11 Turnaround Schools are showing greater 

growth than the district average and 44 percent more families are choosing these schools as a 

first choice today than just three years ago. Now, we are focused on 21 additional schools – 

called “High Support Schools.” Some of these schools have welcomed new students from lower-

performing schools, and all of them are showing less growth and overall performance than we 

would like. We are taking the strategies that are working in our Turnaround Schools and are 

applying these lessons to these 21 additional schools. 

BPS is also proposing to add a quality factor to our school assignment process for the first time. 

In our proposals, a student who only has Turnaround or High Support Schools in his or her walk 

zone he or she would receive a higher assignment priority to higher-quality schools in their home 

zone, if they choose. 

Q: Is there enough capacity in the proposed zones to handle all the students? What if new 

families choose to stay in Boston or move back to BPS from a charter or private school? 

A: Our proposed zones are designed to handle expected capacity both within the local choices 

and through our citywide options. In some cases and grade levels, there may be more students 

than seats in a particular zone. In these cases, BPS proposes to create temporary capacity (ie, 

through modular classrooms or other improvements) while a long-term facilities plan is adopted 

and approved. Any model that relies on smaller zones would require a responsive facilities plan 

to meet students’ needs. 

Q: What about AWC (Advanced Work Class) programs? What if my new zone doesn’t 

have a school with such a program? 

A: The BPS Advanced Work Class program offers an accelerated academic curriculum to 

students in grades 4, 5 and 6. Student participation is by invitation only and is based on a 

student’s scores on an eligibility test. Only certain schools offer an AWC program, so BPS 

allows students to change schools to access the program if they are eligible. Under the proposed 

models, BPS would do two things to ensure any qualified student can continue to access an 

AWC program. First, BPS would work to place more AWC programs in schools and zones that 

already have students who are eligible for the program; and second, BPS would allow students to 

transfer schools so they could access an AWC program even if that school is outside a student’s 

home zone. For example, if a student lives in a zone with no AWC programming but qualifies for 

the program, then that student could transfer to a school outside his or her zone and BPS would 

provide transportation. 

 

http://www.bostonpublicschools.org/awc
http://www.bostonpublicschools.org/files/awc_schools_sy13.pdf

